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THE KINGS OF ROME AND ALBA

CHAP.

Many local
Jupiters in
Latium.

Capitoline
Jupiter
and Juno.

The hills
of Rome
once
wooded
with oaks.

And who so well fitted to perform the ceremony as the king,
the living representative of the sky-god ?

The conclusion which we have reached as to the kings
of Rome and Alba probably holds good of all the kings of
ancient Latiurn : each of them, we may suppose, represented
or embodied the local Jupiter. For we can hardly doubt
that of old every Latin town or settlement had its own
Jupiter, as every town and almost every church in modern
Italy has its own Madonna; and like the Baal of the
Semites the local Jupiter was commonly worshipped on
high places. Wooded heights, round which the rain-clouds
gather, were indeed the natural sanctuaries for a god of the
sky, the rain, and the oak. At Rome he occupied one
summit of the Capitoline hill, while the other summit was
assigned to his wife Juno, whose temple, with the long flight
of stairs leading up to it, has for ages been appropriately
replaced by the church of St. Mary " in the altar of the sky "
(in Araceli)} That both heights were originally wooded
seems certain, for down to imperial times the saddle which
joins them was known as the place " between the two
groves."2 Virgil tells us that the' hilltop where gilded
temples glittered in his day had been covered of old by
shaggy thickets, the haunt of woodland elves and savage
men, " born of the tree-trunks and the heart of oak." 8 These
thickets were probably composed of oaks, for the oak crown
was sacred to Capitoline Juno as well as to Jupiter ;4 it was to
a sacred oak on the Capitol that Romulus fastened the spoils,6
and there is evidence that in early times oak-woods clothed
other of the hills on which Rome was afterwards built. Thus

Topographic der Stadt Rom im Altcr-
tum+ ii. 154 sq. ; Aust, in W. H.
Roscher's Lexikon dergrieck. und rom.
Mythologie^ ii. 657 sq. As to the con-
nexion of Jupiter with the rain-making
ceremony (aquaelicium)> the combined
evidence of Petronius (Sat* 44) and
Tertullian (Apologeticus, 40) seems to
me conclusive.

1 Ovid, Fasti, i. 637 sq>t vi. 183
sqq. ; Livy, vii. 28. 4 sq. ; Cicero, De
divinatione^ L 45. 101 ; Solinus, i. 21.
Although the temple was not dedicated
until 344 B.C., the worship of the

goddess of the hill appears to have been
very ancient. See H. Jordan, Topo-
graphie der Stadt Rom im Altertum^
i. 2, pp. 109 sq.; W. H. Roscher,
Lexikon d. griech. u. rom. Mythologie^
ii. coll. 592 sq*

2 Liyy, i. 8. 5 ; Ovid, Fasti, iii. 430;
Dionysius Halicarnasensis, Antiquit.
Rom* iL 15.

8 Virgil, Aen. viii. 314-318, 347
354.

* Plutarch, Quaest. Rom. 92.

6 Livy, i. to. 5.